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(Formerly "Abstract of Sanitary Reports.") 

Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance with act 

of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 



Vol. XI. "Washington, D. C, November 6, 1896. No. 45. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Smallpox in Helena. 

Little Book, Ark., October 81, 1896. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith a clipping from the Arkan- 
sas Gazette of this date, giving an account of smallpox at Helena, Ark. 
Very respectfully, 

L. P. Gibson, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Helena, Aek. , October SO, 1896. 
Numerous rumors having heen spread throughout the country by irresponsible parties 
to the effect that smallpox existed in this city in an epidemic form, the chamber of 
commerce this afternoon adopted the following resolutions : 

Whereas, rumors have been circulated in adjoining towns that the city of Helena 
is infected with a large number of smallpox cases, and that the disease is epidemic here ; 
and 

Whereas, it is but proper that these rumors should be corrected and the exact 
truth published ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the chamber of commerce of the city of Helena, that the following 
true facts be published to the world : That from the reports of the city physician made 
officially to the board of health, it appears that there are 12 cases of smallpox in the 
city, no new cases occurring within a week and only 1 death so far has occurred ; that 
the disease is confined entirely to negroes ; that all the cases are but a mild form of the 
disease ; that by strict enforcement of sanitary laws all danger of the spreading of the 
disease, or of any new cases, has been effectually stopped, and that no danger of con- 
tagion need be feared henceforth. 

J. O. Bagwell, 

Secretary. 
Leon Bukton, 
President Chamber of Commerce. 
I certify that the above is a true statement of the official report of the city physician, 
made this day to the board of health. 

N. J. Feitschen, 
Mayor of Helena and ex-officio President of the Board of Health. 
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